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WE MEET the second Wed of each month except Dec at a Denny’s Restaurant on Topanga
just north of Roscoe. Meeting starts at 7 PM. Show up early for socializing.

1" Lucky Larry, our club lobster, went home with
member Dave Leffert.

Speaker of the month...By Kevin Shapiro
Jeff Bozanick will be speaking to us about technical diving and
rebreathers.

. Ve Beach Dive: Suday October 19" at Malaga Cove

T \\\ ~  ...By Mike Bushell

| \J/:J The October beach dive is at Malaga Cove in Palos Verdes on Sunday

u‘{"\ ——=< October 19 at 9AM. The walk down to the beach is very steep but the road

L\\’ is paved. This is a fairly protected beach with usually small surf this time of

year. You have the choice of entrances either over rocks or sandy beach.

Depths are typically 20-25 ft. Directions are a little complicated; take 405

south to Hawthorne Blvd. Right on Hawthorne to Via Velmonte (Via Velmonte is just past

PCH), right on Via Velmonte to Palos Verdes Drive N, right on Palos Verdes Drive N to Palos

Verdes Drive W, left on Palos Verdes Drive W to Via Almar, right on via Almar, right onVia
Arroyo then right on Paseo del Mar. Look for Gazebo on bluff and you’re there.

Boat Dive: Saturday October 25" on the Spectre
for a NIGHT DIVE ...by Karen Norris

This October, the club boat dive is aboard the Spectre out of Ventura. We

will be heading to Anacapa and Santa Cruz Islands for 3 afternoon dives

x\a and a night dive! This is just a month into lobster season, so I'm sure we’ll

“a “.’_\ ‘ be heading to a spot where you can catch your own dinner. Anacapa and
Santa Cruz offer diving for all abilities and interests. You may board after

11 am for a 12 (noon) departure. We arrive back at the dock at 10:30 pm. Contact Sport Chalet

(800-348-3794, ask for Chris Graetz) to book your spot. Mention your membership in the
Pacific Explorers to reserve this super value: only $103.50!



http://www.pacificexplorers.org/
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- ‘ A FEW WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT

RECENT EVENTS

| am really happy to be able to say that our beach dives continue to draw good attendance. Both
September beach dives were well attended with around 14 Explorers showing at each event. This is
great news, and a testament to the great job Mike Bushell is doing selecting dive sites for the club!!
Thank you Mike! This is definitely the time of year to be out in the water, with temperatures and
visibility at their best.

There were only three Explorers aboard the Sundiver for the September outing (see my article
elsewhere in the newsletter) which is a little disappointing, but not unexpected. With the economy the
way it is right now and rising boat costs and fuel surcharges, we know people are going to have to cut
back on leisure spending here and there. For that reason, it is VERY important that you let the board
know if there are any boat dives coming up that you are interested in doing. With only three club

very seriously consider all suggestions for boat dives because we’d rather be picking trips where we will
have more participation.

UPCOMING ELECTIONS

As | mentioned in last month’s article, the time for annual club board elections is here. We will be
nominating persons for positions at the October general meeting, with elections to be held at the
November general meeting. We have a few folks who have expressed an interest in helping out, but
there are plenty of opportunities if you’d like to become involved.

PHOTO CONTEST

October is here and that means it is time for submissions for our annual photo contest, with winners to
be named at the annual holiday party in December. We have added a category this year, so hopefully
we’ll have some great entries. We are asking that everyone try to have their entries to us by the
October general meeting, but we’ll keep things open with a “drop dead” date of Halloween, Oct. 31
(00000....that’s scary!). Participants are allowed two photo submissions in each category for a total of
eight submissions. The eight total does not mean that three entries in one category and one in another
are allowed...only two per category maximum. Pictures should be submitted digitally on CD or DVD
using the highest JPG resolution possible. Digital alteration is allowed to the extent that original content
is not altered (example: You can’t Photoshop a picture of a diver into a picture in which one previously
was not present as an entry for “Diver in Photo”). Submissions can either be mailed to the club mailbox
(Pacific Explorers, PO Box 9443, Canoga Park, CA, 91309) or handed to a board member at the
October general meeting. The absolute deadline is that they MUST be received in the club PO box by
Friday afternoon, Oct. 31. Categories this year are: 1) Best Marine Life; 2) Best Macro; 3) Best Diver
in Photo; and our new category 4) Best Topside. The topside category is a non-underwater, but still
dive-related picture. | know we have lots of great photographers out there, so now’s your chance to
show us your best!

DIVE ON...
Yowr President,
Kevinw Sullivawv



A special note concerning James A McDaniel (MAC)

| am sorry to say that our friend and former board member Mac, passed away last week. 9
years ago when | came to the Pacific Explorers he was the President. He and Frank pretty
much ran the club and kept it going through a tough spell early 2001. They were instrumental
in getting the club incorporated as a non-profit organization. | spent a few years with Mac on
the board and he always kept the interest of the club priority. | remember doing one of the club
beach dives off of Big Rock when it was just he and myself that cool spring morning. It wasn’t
a great day at the beach but he was still up for the dive.

Even after his illness pulled him away from the ocean, Mac remained a member of the
Explorers as well as other area clubs, and attended as many functions as were possible. He
was just in at our August meeting.

He was an asset to the club and the dive community and he will be missed.

David Carlson

Holiday Party Dec 7t

We are going to have our holiday party at BJ’s Brewery. Sunday December 7" starting at
12:00 to 4:00 with all you can eat pizza, pasta, salads, and non alcoholic drinks. Our photo
competition is a big part of the event so get your photos together and submit them for the
competition. This year it will cost $20 and that includes tax and tip. You must be paid up by

are going or not. Let Kathy White know if you are sending in a check
membership@pacificexplorers.org . We are expecting a crowd and | am sure it will be a big
event.

SUNDIVER TO CATALINA - SEPTEMBER 13, 2008

by Kevin Sullivan

September’s club boat dive was aboard the Sundiver to Catalina. Liz and | had really been looking forward to this
trip because we’ve really enjoyed the Sundiver the times we’ve been out on her before. In fact, just the weekend
previous to the Catalina trip we were aboard the Sundiver for a full day of doing Reef Check surveys along the
Malibu coast. We enjoy this boat a lot because despite its relatively small size, it is very comfortable and easy to
dive from even with a full load. And the A/C in the sleeping cabin rocks!! We boarded the boat the night before
and met a couple of folks from the Dolphin Dive Center group. Kenn Schmidt was also on board, who turned out
to be the only other Explorer on board besides Liz and I. Everyone was looking forward to a fun day, and there
were actually three separate classes going on the trip: an open water group, a couple of advanced, and one guy
going for Master Diver.

One other reason we really like the Sundiver is that they tend to go for
less-often dove sites, which was important for Liz and | going to
Catalina. | know there is some good diving at Isthmus Reef, but |
swear if another boat dropped us off there one more time...Halloween
was gonna come early!!l We weren’t disappointed as Captain Kyaa
took us to three sites where | hadn’t ever been before. | must say we
were wondering how they would accommodate three different levels of
classes at the dive sites, but Kyaa did not disappoint and each site had
a huge topographic variety allowing great exploration for the advanced
folks, and shallower areas for the open water class to get their skills
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The first dive of the day was at Little Gibraltar, which is about 2 miles NW up
the front side of the island from Italian Gardens. As Kenn was kind of an odd
man out for the day, we teamed up as a triple for our dives. Kyaa pointed out
a pinnacle to the NW of the boat, and you could see the base of it from the
boat at a depth of 45 ft, which meant the visibility was GREAT!!! We
talked about the dive plan, took a compass heading, jumped in, and headed
off to the pinnacle. This was an excellent opener for the day with the far side
dropping down to about 65 — 70 ft. We were also greeted with a wonderful
67 deg. F at depth!! The reef was absolutely teeming with fish life with

literally hundreds of blacksmith and small perch schooling around, garibaldi all
over the place, blue-banded gobies everywhere on the rocks, and bunches of
lobsters in the huge cracks and channels in the rock. Giant kelp and
gorgonians were everywhere giving the site a very lush appearance. There
was no current or surge making this a wonderfully relaxing dive. We even
found a moray eel hiding in a crevice towards the end of our dive. The only
thing that didn’t go right was that my camera wouldn’t turn on after entering the
water, which meant | actually had to concentrate on enjoying the dive...oh, is
there any justice!!!

Our second dive of the day was at Empire Landing cove. Once again,
excellent visibility and 67 deg. water
greeted us. We actually did a bit of a surface swim from the boat to get to a
long ridge reef on the SE side of the cove. We were delighted to find a very
healthy giant kelp forest again teeming with life including a small school of
pacific barracuda, and a school of some type of chub or mackerel (hey, they
aren’t on the Reef Check list of things to count!!). The giant kelp was very
healthy here and we saw quite a few border-line legal lobster and bunches of
wavy turban snails. There was also a small ray that we only briefly sighted,
because he took off pretty quickly when we sighted him. When Kenn
indicated he was running a little low on air | went to the surface with him, and
then dropped back down to join Liz to go to the shallows and look for leopard
sharks. We didn’t see any sharks, but did find a good number of giant kelpfish that turned out to be rather difficult
to coax into a picture (my camera was working again — yay!).

The last stop of the trip was at Little Geiger which had an absolutely wonderful
wall which seemed to go on forever, and again with lots of healthy kelp and fish
life. Unfortunately we were a little rushed on this dive because the day had
gone a little longer than expected, so we were limited to a 30 minute dive time.
On top of this, Kenn’s was the last
tank to be filled, so we got into the
water towards the end of the gate
time. We still had a really good dive
with more great life surrounding us
throughout.

The crew of the Sundiver was absolutely wonderful all day long. The
food was great, the tanks were full, and everyone just had ear-to-ear
smiles the entire day. It was topped off with chocolate cake that was so
rich | had to have gained at least 5 pounds from just one slice! | can’t
recommend the Sundiver enough. We REALLY enjoy diving on this
boat, and highly recommend them. It was definitely a really great day!!!




Larry goes to Hawaii!!

| Larry joined the Adlers on their trip to Maui , Hawaii . It was an amazing
trip. He watching amazing sunsets and had many diving adventures. He
went diving at Lanai , Molokini, and Turtle Reef. The captain was even
nice enough to let Larry Drive . Everyone was quite interested in Larry. |
think the best time he had was watching us dive with the sharks and
spotted eagle ray at Maui Ocean Center . | don’t know about Larry, but |
had a great time.

Opening Evening of Lobster Season ‘08
By Tom Pelosi with photo’s by Kathy White

A bunch of new-sweatshirt-wearing-dive-club members (and
a couple w/o sweatshirts) met on the beach at Leo Carillo on
Saturday, 27 September for the annual first evening of Lobster
season club beach dive. Conditions were less than ideal- foggy,
windy, chilly with 3-4 ft surf. Since Mark Navas and | had been out
28 , the night before just a few miles south and found those conditions
S 2 far preferable, we headed the caravan down to Escondido Beach.

Parking on PCH with a short walk to the staircase
leading to the beach, 10 divers braved the (not windy,
chilly or foggy) 1 ft. seas in search of bugs. Of course,
before entering the water, we all dutifully filled out our
shiny, new lobster report cards.
Time to get down to business -
Mark and | swam out about 200
yards to the kelp then dropped
down to 25ft where we had
sparse kelp and some rocky
features. Water temp was around
64 degrees, with poor visibility, but enough to allow the viewing of an
occasional sea creature. The crustaceans in question were few and far
between, with several being brought to the surface only to be sent back
to grow some more. The total take for the dive club was about 5
California Spiny lobsters and a couple of Dungeness crabs.




Reef Check at White Point 9/27

By Liz Sullivan

Kevin and | made it out to help with a Reef Check survey at White Point in Palos Verdes. This
is the location of the thermal vents that were used by the Japanese immigrants for their bath
houses that once existed on the shore. When you smell the rotten egg smell, you are near the
vents. | have not been to White Point since taking a class and | never really got to see the site
at that time since | was doing skills so | was excited to go back and check it out. So we all met
at 7:30 AM — arrrrggghhh — in the parking lot at the opposite end from the bathrooms. We then
got our stuff together and took the short trek (no hill) to our entry point. The short walk is
necessary since the dirt road is not open to cars anymore.

The entry at White Point is a rocky entry but on a high tide with low surf it is very easy. | was
concerned about waves since I'm a baby about beach entries and there was a swell that
weekend but the site was protected by Catalina so it worked out great. We all took a few steps
over some rocks, put air in our BC’s and floated on out. Looking down into the water, we
glided over some reef right there in the shallows and immediately saw life on and around the
rocks. A few of the divers were immediately greeted by a school of baby Opal Eye in the
shallows. The rocks were covered with little anemones which we could see with the good
visibility that we were happy to have.

We all took a medium sized surface swim to the kelp patches out past the point. Dropping
down, we had about 12-15 feet of visibility and | hate to say it but the water was a little cold.
Just two weeks earlier Kevin and | had water temps of 67-70 degrees out at Catalina, however,
the temp at White Point this weekend was 57 degrees at 30 feet and 62 degrees at the
surface. Our surveys went well and we found the site to be lush with many types of kelp and
several schools of fish. | found about 4 different types of kelp to count, which was a lot of work
plus a few other kinds that | did not need to count. Kevin'’s fish count was just as challenging
as he parted a wall of thick kelp to find a huge school of Blacksmith on the other side. They
didn’t move much so the school was a little easier for him to count. When | got to that same
school, | found myself wishing | had my camera. Another diver encountered a very large
school of Sargo swimming by, and swimming by, and swimming by.

After completing the dive, everyone commented on how they liked the site and all the stuff they
saw. Though this site is ripe with life, it does not appear to have a lobster population that we
noticed. Just thought | would mention this since it “Tis the Season”. A lot of the fish seemed
on the smaller scale as well. For those interested in just diving to see the sights, it is a
wonderful site with a lot of history and we recommend it - on a high tide!



2008 Explorers Dive Schedule
Come On Out and Get Wet

Month | Date Location Boat Contact Cost Notes
Oct 19 Malaga your car free A
Oct 25 Santa Cruz/Anacapa Spectre 1 $103.50
Nov 16 Oil Rigs Magician 2 $121.50/130.50
Contact and Note Info
1| Reef Seekers 310-652-4990
2| Sport Chalet 800-348-3794
A| Club Beach dive
Boat Location Phone URL
Bottom Scratcher Long Beach 714-963-4378 http://bottomscratcher.com
Cee Ray Long Beach 562-867-9738 http://www.caywind.com/ceeray home.htm
Explorer Ventura 805-646-0836 http://www.explorerdiveboat.com
Great Escape Long Beach 866-348-3262 http://diveboat.com
Horizon San Diego 858-277-7823 http://horizoncharters.com
Lois Ann San Diego 800-201-4381 http://www.loisann.com
Magician San Pedro 818-499-7101 http://magicianscuba.com
Mr. C San Pedro 310-521-9737
Peace Ventura 866-984-2025 http://peaceboat.com
Raptor Ventura 805-650-7700 http://www.raptordive.com
Sea Bass San Pedro 818-652.5859 http://www.diveseabass.com
Spectre Ventura 805-483-6612 http://calboatdiving.com
Sundiver Long Beach 800-555-9446 http://sundiver.net
Sunfish Oxnard 805-644-1499 http://www.socaldive.com
Truth Santa Barbara 805-962-1127 http://truthaquatics.com

New Members

Jose Garcia, Stephen Welke, Jennifer Rivas, Robert Aguilar
Denise Aguliar, Robert Aguilar Jr., Shannon Bryan

Renewed Members

Kevin Bryan, David Tsao, Wally Burke, Nancy Burke, Alan Schwartz, Tom Pelosi
Leslie Pelosi, Paul Borchard, Randall Schoonhoven, BJ Rogers, Steve Roguemore
Kathy White, David Carlson, Kevin Sullivan, Liz Sullivan, Paul Janke

Guest at the last meeting

Stephen Welke, Jennifer Rivas, Bryan Troxler, Michele Chastain, Kent Chastain
Robert Aguilar, Robert Aguilar Jr., LaWana Ballner, Shannon Bryan

The Next Level

Rescue Divers
Jose Garcia, Alex Gorokhov, Patrick Hartman
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Minutes - Pacific Explorer’s Dive Club Board of Directors
Meeting

September 3, 2008

Board members attending: Kevin Sullivan, Dave Carlson, Kathy White, Karen Norris, Russell
Burt and Mike & Lynn Bushell

Kevin Sullivan called the meeting to order at 7pm at Silver Panda in Chatsworth.

President-Kevin Sullivan: Kevin discussed club sweat shirts, which would be available at the
next meeting, and several members had yet to pay. He further discussed scuba equipment for
the handicapped divers. Dive bags were being donated by Hollywood Divers and club is
purchasing masks at cost from the same dive shop. Kevin made a motion and Russell
seconded that the club would purchase said masks for donation. It was also mentioned that
the club projector had been sold for $25.00. Under old business, the boat dive prize for the
guarterly October meeting was discussed and it was decided that the prize would be one dive
trip on the Spector going to Anacapa/Santa Cruz on the 25™ of October.

Treasurer-Liz Sullivan: In the absence of Liz, Kevin gave report on the club finances.

Membership-Kathy White: Kathy announced that several people had sent in their renewals.
She further discussed the holiday party and said reservations at BJs couldn’t be made until
after 9/1/08, but she would take care of them, with the party being December 7"". She also
stated that the photo contest would include a new category “Top Side” (diving related).

Boat Dive Coordinator-Karen Norris: Karen has agreed to stay on as Boat Dive Coordinator,
and asked for schedules and ideas for next year’s boat dives.

Beach Dive Coordinator-Mike Bushell: Mike announced that the beach dives would be
scheduled on Sundays for a while to accommodate divers that worked on Saturday. He also
suggested that Point Dume would be the beach dive for November and would announce the
date later.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.



Minutes from the Pacific Explorer’s Dive Club General
Meeting

September 10, 2008

President-Kevin Sullivan: Kevin called the meeting to order at 7:09pm at Denny’s in Canoga Park.
Kevin reported on his and Liz’'s Reef Check project. He announced elections for officers in October and
briefly explained their duties and which positions were open. He further announced coastal cleanup
day as September 20, 2008.

Treasurer-Liz Sullivan: Liz report all was doing good.

Membership-Kathy White: Kathy reported on the sweat shirts which were available that night and sales
were going well. Kathy introduced the following guest: Jennifer Rivas, Stephen Welke, Kent Chastain,
Michele Chastain, LaWana Ballner, Shannon Bryan, Jose Garcia, Bryan Troxler, Robert Aguilar and
Robert Aguilar Jr. See also announced the following new members: Stephen Welke, Jose Garcia,
Jennifer Rivas, Shannon Bryan, Robert Aguilar, Robert Aguilar Jr. & Denise Aguilar.

Webmaster-Russell Burt: Russell announced web OK and reported that the non paying members will
be removed from the web.

Boat Dive Coordinator-Karen Norris: Karen reported on the September and October boat dives.

Beach Dive Coordinator-Mike Bushell: Mike reported that there were 14 people at the La Piedra dive
over the weekend, that there would be an extra dive this month, September 27" for lobster at Leo 6pm.
He further announced the beach dives for October and November.

Newsletter-Dave Carlson: One of the instructors from Challenges Foundation that works with the
veteran handicapped divers explained how they work with these veterans, the special conditions and
the special equipment that is needed, all of which is donated. Dave reported on the donations for the
handicapped divers, with Sports Chalet donating wet suits, Hollywood Divers donating mesh bags and
our club donating masks. He further thanked all the members that brought donations.

Guest Speaker: In the absence of Vice President, Kevin Shapiro, Kevin Sullivan introduced the
speaker for the evening, Kristine Barsky from the California Department of Fish and Game, who gave a
very informative presentation on the history of the California lobster. She further explained the new
regulations and fees for lobster hunting.

Opportunity Awards-Craig Hoover: Craig presented the following prizes:
Dive Girl Shirt — Nancy Burke
Dive Light — Bryan Troxler
Pet Bowl — Ron Widel
Wet Suit Hanger — Arin Baghdanian
Turtle Decal — Dirk Drossel
Lobster Bag — Robert Aguilar
Beach Towel — Ron Michalski
Larry the Lobster — Dave Leffert

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm



THE FINE PRINT

Dates & locations are subject to change without written notice. All active members get a 10% discount on Sport
Chalet organized boat dives and Sport Chalet dive gear. Boat dives are on a first come first serve basis. Your
money will hold your spot on the boat. Air fills and food are generally not included in the dive boat pricing unless
specified. For boat dive reservations call Annette Roche at Sport Chalet @ (800) 348-3794. (Note: Some activities
may not be through Sport Chalet Charters). All participants in beach diving activities will be required to complete a
club release of liability/assumption of risk form.

PACIFIC EXPLORERS 2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT-- KEVIN SULLIVAN president@pacificexplorers.org
VICE PRESIDENT-- KEVIN SHAPIRO vicepresident@ pacificexplorers.org
TREASURER-- LIZ SULLIVAN treasurer@pacificexplorers.org
SECRETARY-- LYNN BUSHELL =========m=mmmmmm e e secretary@pacificexplorers.org
MEMBERSHIP-- KATHY WHITE membership@pacificexplorers.org
WEBMASTER-- RUSSELL BURT webmaster@ pacificexplorers.org
BOAT DIVE COORDINATOR-- KAREN Norris boatdive @pacificexplorers.org
BEACH DIVE COORDINATOR-- MIKE BUSHELL-----------=---=---- beachdive @pacificexplorers.org
OPPORTUNITY COORDINATOR-- CRAIG HOOVER--------========--=- prizes@pacificexplorers.org
NEWSLETTER-- DAVID CARLSON newsletter@pacificexplorers.org
Web Site: www.pacificexplorers.org Board: board@pacificexplorers.org

Pacific Explorers Dive Club, PO Box 9443, Canoga Park, CA 91309

Newsletter/Web Contributions
If you have pictures you would like to see published in the newsletter, please send them to
David Carlson at newsletter@pacificexplorers.org.

We can also post them on the club web site, so if you would like to post them there, send
them to Russell Burt at webmaster@pacificexplorers.org.

MEMBERSHIP HAS IT’S BENEFITS

Monthly meetings with entertainment and opportunity drawings, scheduled beach and boat dives each
month, group international travel, 10% discount on non-sale dive gear, con-ed classes, dive trips,
rentals, and gear repairs at Sport Chalet, Aloha Dive, Hollywood Divers, and Reef Seekers, 10 free
air fills.

Save your non-winning monthly opportunity tickets and exchange them for quarterly opportunity tickets.
Quarterly drawings are January, April, July, and October.

Membership Fees: New-Single-$25 Family-$35 Renewal-Single-$20 Family-$30
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