
 1 

The Pacific Explorer  
December  2008  

Pacific Explorers Dive Club  PO Box 9443, 
Canoga Park, CA  91306 

Web site ï www.pacificexplorers.org 
Contact us ï board@pacificexplorers.org 

 
 

WE MEET  the second Wed of each month except Dec at a Dennyôs Restaurant on Topanga 
just north of Roscoe.  Meeting starts at 7 PM.  Show up early for socializing. 

 

!!!  Lucky Larry, our club lobster, went home with  
member Mike Carlson. 

 

Your 2009 Board is Planning Another GREAT Year of  
DIVING  Activities !!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

President-------------------------- Mike Bushell 
Vice President-------------------- Kevin Sullivan 
Treasurer -------------------------- Liz Sullivan 
Secretary -------------------------- Lynn Bushell 
Membership ---------------------- Kathy White 
Webmaster ----------------------- Ron Brunski 
Boat Dive Coordinator --------- Karen Norris 
Beach Dive Coordinator ------- Craig Hoover 
Newsletter ------------------------- David Tsao 
Opportunity Awards ------------- Ross Widel 

    Marine Conservation Officer -- Mark Navas 
 

Good Times  
...By David Carlson  

 
It has been a lot of fun being a part of the Pacific 
Explorers.  The club is doing fabulous and it is 
time for a change.  David Tsao will be doing the 
news letter next year and we have a bunch of 
new faces on the board so it is time for me to 
take a back seat.  There are so many new and 
exciting opportunities out there and I feel the 
need to explore other adventures.  I am not 
going far and will do as much as I can with the 
club but you never know where things may take 
you.  Currently I am exploring the world of Lucha 
Libra, Mexican Wrestling, and have taken the 
name ñPAYASO LOCO SUBMARINAò.  Maybe 
you will see me on late night TV.   

http://www.pacificexplorers.org/
mailto:board@pacificexplorers.org
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  A FEW  FINAL  WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT  

They say that time flies when youôre having fun.  It seems as though the last three years as your President have 

gone by in literally a flash.  I feel like I should be able to write down in this ñfarewellò column all the things Iôve 

been able to do for the club over this timeébut to be honest with you, I really canôt think of any!  The one thing 

that you learn in the Presidentôs position is that you really canôt accomplish anything by yourself, nor SHOULD 

you.  I have been very, very fortunate to be backed up by some supremely wonderful people on the Board of 

Directors over the last three years.  I can tell you first hand that each and every one of these folks who dedicate 

their personal time do so with the sole intention of wanting to see the Pacific Explorers flourish as an organization 

where you can all gather to take part in, talk about, and learn about the sport of diving and our common love of 

the ocean.  These folks donôt get so much as even a single free meal out of their service on the board, and I have 

never, ever heard anyone suggest that it should be different.  I want to take this opportunity to thank each and 

every person who has served on the board in the last three years for their support and encouragement in the time 

Iôve been President of the club.  Trust me, there has been more than one occasion when Iôve called up a board 

member and asked ñUhhhhhédo you remember what we decided about such-and-such?  OH ï thatôs right!!  

Thanks!!!!ò , or when Iôve gotten a call or e-mail to the tune of ñHey Kev, did you remember toé.?ò ï to which Iôve 

replied ñCRAP!!!!ò.  Itôs good to know that thereôs more than one person whoôs got your back in those situations!  

To be honest, all Iôve really been during my tenure is a loud-mouthed ring leader that really likes to talk a lot, and 

dive of course! 

I have to tell you about one thing that has been a bit of a self-indulgence of mine in the last three years.  This is 

that when I have spoken to people about our club, it has been a true honor and privilege to be able to introduce 

myself to them as the clubôs President.  Itôs something Iôll honestly miss, and Iôm a bit embarrassed to say so just 

because the clubôs success has absolutely nothing to do with me personally.  I tell them how the membership has 

been above 100 people for several years, that we consistently do beach and boat dives every month, that we 

have interesting and informative speakers at our meetings, and that we get discounts on gear and trips from 

supporting organizations.  The payoff is when they ask me ñWhen/where do you meet?ò or ñHow do I join?ò!  All 

this is because I truly believe that our members love the sport of diving, and care about the ocean.  The club 

would not be a success if you all as its membership did not continue to come to our meetings and events, and 

renew your memberships regularly.  When you do, we know weôre doing something right! 

And finally, to be sure this is not really ñfarewellò.  Iôll be returning on the board next year as Vice President, and 

am eager to see the direction the club will take in the future.  Mike Bushell is one of the clubôs most seasoned 

divers, and knows SoCal diving as well as anyone, so I know heôll do a great job of keeping us on track.  Iôve 

already started lining up speakers for next yearôs club meetings, we have our 2009 trip planned (to Roatan in 

June), and I think have a very strong lineup of participants to keep the club engaged and active in the sport of 

diving.  We have even expanded the board a bit with our Marine Conservation Officer position to keep us more in 

the loop with DFG as well as the MLPA process.  Suffice it to say I see some great things coming! 

So, once again let me thank you all for the honor of being your leader for the last three years.  It has truly been a 

wonderful experience!!! 

NOW GET YOUR BEHINDS OUT THERE AND DIVE!!!!!!! 

 

DIVE ON...  

Your President,  

Kevin Sullivan  
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Pacific Explorers Members!! 

Our Annual "Holiday Party" is coming up! 
Sunday December 7th, 12:00 - 4:00 pm 

  

"B J's Restaurant & Brewery" 

  

$ 20.00 per person  
 Don't miss out on a great party!! 

 
 
 

Holiday Party  Dec 7 th
 

 
We are going to have our holiday party at BJôs Brewery.  Sunday December 7th starting at 
12:00 to 4:00 with all you can eat pizza, pasta, salads, and non alcoholic drinks.  Our photo 
competition is a big part of the event so get your photos together and submit them for the 
competition.  This year it will cost $20 and that includes tax and tip.  You must be paid up by 
the November meeting!!!!!!!!!!!  We have to give them a total number so we have to know if you 
are going or not.  Let Kathy White know if you are sending in a check  
membership@pacificexplorers.org .  We are expecting a crowd and I am sure it will be a big 
event. 
 
 
 

NorCal Ab Diving  
..Mark Navas  

 

We had a great dive adventure Saturday 11 -22 . 15 people joined the fun with 4 of us diving at Fisk 

Mill Cove north of Salt P oint State Park. The ocean conditions were not as bad as predicted(7' -9' 

swell) and seemed typical of the north coast. The onshore swell was 1' -3', water temp around 51F, 

water viability 5' -8' and an air temp of 55F with partly cloudy skies and light winds .   

 

My two northern Cal dive buddies Tino and Eric had dove 

this spot before. They lead us on a long walking trail through 

the trees and meadows to the cliffs. Half of the group stayed 

on the cliff top enjoying the panoramic view of the ocean 

and divers below gearing up. Tino explained the best entry 

and exit points and which areas to dive. I helped Bob with 

his dive gear and noticed his rental wetsuit was very tight to 

zip up around his chest. We entered the water in a fairly 

protected area behind the point ro cks then swam out toward 

the spot where Tino and Eric were and made a few dives on 

the 10' -15' bottom. After 10 minutes Bob was having trouble 

breathing in his tight wetsuit and couldn't catch his breath 

mailto:membership@pacificexplorers.org
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so he went back to shore. I joined Tino and Eric 200 -300 yards out in the kelp forest. The bottom 

depth ranged from 30' - 50' there. I took a dive and was thinking to myself how dark it was getting 

and I could only see 2' -4' in front of my flashlight. I noticed my depth gauge read 47' and quickly 

looked aroun d for Ling Cod in the dark before making the long ascent. I noticed that there were no 

Abalone anywhere between 35' -50' and most were seen between 15' -25'. Moving to a 30' bottom 

depth was more comfortable and I was able to spear 2 Kelp Greenlings and a Bl ack Rockfish. Tino 

shot a large Black Rockfish too and reported seeing a 10lb Ling Cod but couldn't get the shot. While 

underwater I heard a sharp THWACK of a speargun being fired. At the surface I see Tino pop up, 

he said he missed the shot on a huge Blac k Rockfish. It was so murky at the bottom that the fish 

needed to be within 4 feet or you just couldn't see them well enough to place the shot!  

 

We headed back to shore and crawled up the rocks just like 

the seals do through the surgy shore break. The kid s found 

piles of Abalone shells that covered the rocky beach to take 

home as souvenirs. Watching Eric come to shore I noticed 

his Abalones were just sitting on top of his boogie board and 

not in a game bag. A wave flipped his board over and when 

he grabbed  it the Abalones were still sitting there securely 

sucked onto the board not going anywhere, weird! I was 

shocked to see that one of his Ab's was sucked on the 

bottom of his boogie board and still attached through his 

surf entry and over the rocks. Eric sa id the Ab's will crawl all 

over the board and not let go, amazing!  

 

We gathered up our dive gear and the kids filled their pockets with the collected Abalone shells. We 

took the longer north trail back to the car to avoid crawling under the trees branches and loose 

footing of crossing the creek bed. Back at the cars Gerry & Carmen and Max & Annie set up a table 

with a huge spread of food. We all added things to the table and had a great feast of sandwiches, 

Lavash rolls, sushi, chips, potato salad, cookies,  etc. After lunch Tino and Eric gave a few Abalone 

to people that wanted them. They will be diving up there again this weekend before the end of the 

season 11/30.  

 

Carla and I spent Saturday night there at the Salt 

Point Lodge for her birthday. The next m orning we 

met my friend Darren at the historic Fort Ross to do 

his first Abalone dive. The seas calmed down over 

night and the cove was flat calm with water viability 

around 9' -12'. Darren's rental wetsuit fit too loose 

and his hood kept coming out. I coul d see water 

flushing down his neck and back as he dove down 

Burrrrr... I helped Darren locate Abalone then he 

would go down and pry them off the rocks. We had 

our limits quickly and were surprise to see the huge 

population of 8" -8.5" Ab's in this protected , easy 

access cove!  

 

Thanks again to all who participated in this event especially Tino and Eric for their generosity in 

sharing their dive spot and their Abalone! Carla and I truly enjoyed seeing everyone having a great 

time there with us.  

 

Dive Safe,  

Mark  
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The Oil Rigs Nov 16 th. 
�«�E�\���'�D�Y�L�G���&�D�U�O�V�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���S�K�R�W�R�V���E�\���.�H�Y�L�Q���D�Q�G���/�L�]���6�X�O�O�L�Y�D�Q 

 
It was an early rise and drive to San Pedro with fantastic So Cal weather.  You got to love it 
when itôs almost Thanksgiving and its 80ô out.  We made the rigs our of Long Beach in good 
time, 1 hour.  Everyone geared up for the first of 2 dives on Eureka.  The conditions were great 
other than a little on the cool side but still not bad.  Karen Norris, Steve? a friend of hers, David 
Tsao and a friend of his, David Bentley, Kevin and Liz Sullivan,  Jose Garcia , Roy Quisido, 
Kathy and my self all made the dive.  IT GETS DEEP FAST!!!  Before I new it, a bunch of us 
were at 100 feet in nice blue water.  Roy now knows haw nitrogen narcosis feels.  Life was 
every where and lots of it.  Scallops that you cannot take by the dozens, aarrrggg.  Big Sheep 
Head females and Kelp Bass.  Some super juvenile Garabaldi with brilliant blue spots.  The 
second dive was not as deep but we did more swimming around the rig, saw a patch of all 
green anemones in one spot, beautiful.   
 
We went over to a second rig, Elly, for dive 3.  Conditions did not seem as nice and a little 
current picked up but there was tons of life on these platforms, some big and some small and 
way more than I am going to write about.  Next time go on the dive and donôt just read about it. 

 

Point Dume Nov 8 th  

By David Carlson with Photos by Kevin and Liz Sullivan  
 

Well, you missed out and I will let the photos show you what you missed.  It was truly a 
fantastic day to do a beach dive and Pt Dume was the dive to do.  You missed out sitting at 
home!!!  Donôt mind the current.  Just dive around it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  


